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of administrative control, and except where Great Britain is not "free
to act without detriment to the interest of France."
(N. B.—Husain asked for no personal position, and for no partic-
ular government or governments.)
Document B. Paragraph from a speech of the Hon. Winston
Churchill, Secretary of State for the Colonies, Parliamentary debates,
House of Commons, vol. 156, page 1033, (July 11, 1922) :
No pledges were made to the Palestine Arabs in 1915. An under-
taking was given to the Sherif of Mecca that His Majesty's Government
would recognize and support the independence of the Arabs within
certain territorial limits, which specifically excluded the districts of
Mersina and Alexandretta and the portions of Syria lying to the west
of the districts of Damascus, Horns, Hama and Aleppo. It was stipu-
lated that the undertaking applied only to those portions of the terri-
tories concerned in which Great Britain was free to act without
detriment to the interests of her Allies. His Majesty's Government
have always regarded and continue to regard Palestine as excluded by
these provisos from the scope of their undertaking.
No. 5.   Sykes-Picot Agreement.
May 9-16, 1916.
A most important secret document drawn up between Sir Mark
Sykes, the British representative, and M. Picot, representing the
French Government. M. Paul Cambon wrote to Lord Edward Grey
on May 9, and Lord Grey replied on May 16, 1916, each incorporating
in his own language the complete text.
REFERENCES.—!^ Temps, May 22,1919; Current History, March,
1920; Manchester Guardian, January 8, 1920.
The French and British Governments having acquired from informa-
tion at their disposal the conviction that the Arab populations of the
Arab peninsula as well as of the provinces in the Ottoman Empire, are
strongly opposed to Turkish domination and that it would be actually
possible to establish an Arab State or federation, both opposed to the
Turkish Government and favorable to the Entente Powers, have opened
negotiations and have examined the question in common. As a result
of these decisions, they have agreed upon the following principles:
 1.	France and Great Britain are prepared to accord recognition and
protection to an independent Arab State or a Confederation of Arab
States in the zones "A" and "B" marked on the annexed map, under
the suzerainty of an Arab chief.   In the zone "A" France, and in the
zone "B" Great Britain, shall have a right of priority in regard to
enterprises and local loans.    In  the zone  "A"  France, and in the
zone "B" Great Britain shall have the exclusive right to provide advisers
or foreign officials at the request of the Arab State or Confederation
of Arab States.
 2.	In the blue zone France, and in the red zone Great Britain,
shall be authorized to establish such administration, direct or indirect,
or such control, as they desire or as they shall judge convenient to

